University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

1-22-1992

Haiti: Chronology Of Recent Events, January 7 - 20
Erika Harding

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Harding, Erika. "Haiti: Chronology Of Recent Events, January 7 - 20." (1992). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/8226

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 063085
ISSN: 1060-4189

Haiti: Chronology Of Recent Events, January 7 - 20
by Erika Harding
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, January 22, 1992
Jan. 7: In Caracas, a new round of talks commenced on the return of deposed president Jean
Bertrand Aristide and the selection of a new prime minister. Participants included Aristide, Haitian
Chamber of Deputies president Pierre Duly Brutus, Senate president Dejean Belizaire, and Augusto
Ramirez Ocampo, head of the Organization of American States (OAS) special mission. About 300
rightist opponents of Aristide demonstrated in Port-au-Prince, demanding new elections and an end
to negotiations for the ousted leader's return. The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
in Havana and the Cuban Red Cross reported that plans for voluntary repatriation of Haitians in
Cuba were suspended because Haitian officials had refused to grant required entry permits to
refugees. Over 900 of 1,300 refugees residing at a camp in Punta de Maisi wish to return home.
Jan. 8: In Caracas, Ramirez Ocampo told reporters that Aristide agreed to accept Rene Theodore
as prime minister. Members of the Haitian legislature had expressed preference for Theodore,
head of the National Reconstruction Movement (MRN) and the United Haitian Communist Party
(PUCH). The agreement must be approved by the legislature. OAS Secretary General Joao Clemente
Baena Soares said that "for the first time" since the coup he was "optimistic" about a peaceful
resolution of the conflict and Aristide's return. Hours after Ramirez Ocampo's announcement,
the Haitian legislators who negotiated the agreement with Aristide appeared to back off. Sen.
Thomas Eddy Dupiton said Theodore "is not the correct choice for these times...because he is a
communist. He is an honest man, politically speaking, but his ideology will meet strong opposition."
Senate president Belizaire said, "Many political sectors do not accept him. We tried to convince
president Aristide of this, but he was adamant." Journalists suggested that the change in perspective
resulted from the Haitian military's opposition to the agreement reached in Caracas. Members
of the Haitian Senate and Chamber of Deputies commenced debate on a resolution calling for
establishment of a national government representing all of the country's political movements.
Interim president Joseph Nerette and prime minister Jean Jacques Honorat would step down, and
all measures adopted during the interim government rescinded. Next, military personnel involved
in the coup will not be prosecuted. US government officials announced plans to provide US$15
million worth of humanitarian aid to Haiti, beginning in mid-January with food supplies to feed
260,000 people per day. Next, the International Red Cross said 600 metric tons of medical supplies
and five ambulances would be delivered to Port-au-Prince. According to a report by the OAS-linked
Inter-American Human Rights Commission, 300,000 residents of Port-au-Prince moved outside the
city following the September coup. The mass migration was attributed to a "climate of insecurity
and fear" reigning in the capital, in addition to pressures resulting from the economic blockade.
Jan. 10: The Haitian Foreign Ministry accused Ramirez Ocampo of "meddling in internal affairs."
The OAS commission chief's statements regarding the appointment of Rene Theodore as prime
minister were described as "inopportune...likely to create confusion and in no way favorable to
a peaceful settlement of a strictly internal conflict." An oil tanker called the "Chemical Venture"
unloaded a shipment of gasoline in Haiti, adequate for six weeks consumption. The tanker carried
a Liberian flag and German registration. The incident marked the third apparent violation of the
OAS-sponsored economic embargo. Jan. 11: Haitian Chamber of Deputies vice president Franz
Robert Monde submitted his resignation. Monde said that the legislature is trapped between
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extremists of the left and right "which, without regard to the nation's interests, have launched a
unending battle to destabilize and discredit the parliament, threatening its survival." According to
a report by the Catholic Church-run station Radio Soleil, over 2,000 Aristide supporters staged a
demonstration in the city of Cayes, located 200 km. southeast of Port-au-Prince. The occasion was
the funeral of Claudy Musseau, an Aristide supporter detained by soldiers on Dec. 31. He died from
injuries sustained during detention. Jan. 12: Theodore said that if installed as prime minister, he
would work toward consolidating a modern capitalist government based on the principle of national
reconciliation. Theodore said sharing power with Aristide as president presents no problems,
and senior military officers had received his promise to avoid interfering in "internal affairs," i.e.,
issues of discipline, hierarchy and promotions. Jan. 13: During a speech before the parliament,
provisional president Joseph Nerette said he would not vacate the office until a new president is
elected to replace him. Under constitutional provisions, Nerette's 90-day term as interim president
expired Jan. 8. Parliament extended the term until members decide on procedures to create a new
government. Nerette condemned the OAS for "imposing its will on us under a false pretext." The
OAS-sponsored embargo was described as an act of "genocide." Members of parliament postponed
the vote on Theodore for prime minister. According to unidentified diplomatic sources cited by
Notimex, the OAS will spend approximately US$11 million over a six-month period to supervise
the return to "normality" in Haiti. Jan. 14: The Cuban Red Cross reported that Haitian authorities
continue to deny entry permits for refugees residing in Cuba. Rev. Joseph Lowery, president of
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) founded by Martin Luther King told US
Secretary of State James Baker that the SCLC will boycott a ceremony in Washington honoring King
to protest the Bush administration's policy toward Haitian refugees. At a press conference in Portau-Prince, Theodore said he had obtained "essential guarantees" about the lifting of the embargo
against Haiti if the parliament ratifies his appointment as prime minister. Next, Theodore promised
to resign his leadership post in the PUCH upon such appointment. The OAS announced donations
of 11 metric tons of medicine and 15 MT of foodstuffs to Haiti. The medicine shipment is scheduled
to leave Washington on Jan. 22, while the food deliveries will take place over the following month.
Jan. 15: Theodore told reporters that he will not accept the prime minister post until after the OAS
lifts the economic embargo. OAS Secretary General Baena Soares said "the possibility exists that
[OAS member-nations] will reconsider the embargo," if progress is made toward the appointment
and acceptance of a new prime minister. Journalists pointed out that the statement marked the first
time Baena Soares did not explicitly mention Aristide's return as a condition for lifting the embargo.
In Caracas, Aristide called on President George Bush and the OAS to guarantee compliance with
OAS resolutions in order to force "the criminal Gen. Raoul Cedras" to leave Haiti before Feb. 7.
Aristide said, "In 3-1/2 months I have shown more than sufficient patience and flexibility, including
accepting the designation of Rene Theodore as prime minister, a candidate I personally would not
have chosen." Alexandre Medard of the National Front for Change and Democracy was elected
president of the Chamber of Deputies. Medard succeeds Pierre Duly Brutus, who came in third
in the Chamber vote. The Mexican Foreign Ministry reported that the government had granted
political asylum to three Haitians who had taken refuge at the Mexican Embassy in Port-au-Prince.
In a communique broadcast by independent Radio Metropole, the Movement for the Installation
of Democracy in Haiti (MIDH), led by Marc Bazin, said the MIDH would not accept Theodore as
prime minister unless a draft agreement is reached on the following "fundamental" points: lifting
the OAS embargo; general amnesty; retention of all armed forces personnel in their current posts;
statement on the principle, date and details of Aristide's return; and, a statement prohibiting the
presence of foreign troops on Haitian soil under any and all circumstances. Jan. 16: Pope John Paul
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II appointed Msgr. Lorenzo Baldisseri as nuncio in Haiti, or the Vatican's diplomatic representative.
Baldisseri's predecessor, Giuseppe Leanza, left Haiti in January 1991 following conflicts with
Aristide supporters. Jan. 17: Theodore refused to attend an OAS-sponsored meeting with Aristide
and Haitian lawmakers and politicians scheduled for Jan. 18. Theodore said that before he would
participate in such a meeting, Aristide, the parliament and the OAS to should formally commit
to a plan under which he would become prime minister, and the status of provisional president
Nerette, Aristide and coup leader Brig.Gen. Raoul Cedras clarified. Jan. 18: At a closed-door meeting
in Washington, Aristide met with OAS Secretary General Baena Soares and mission chief Ramirez
Ocampo. The Haitian parliament could not agree on whether to send a delegation, and thus was
not represented. Following the meeting, Aristide insisted that peace in Haiti will be impossible
without the trial, and subsequent incarceration or expulsion of Cedras. Theodore called on the
OAS to "at least" grant humanitarian aid to Haiti and ease up on the economic embargo. Five
unidentified armed assailants attacked the MRN office in Port-au-Prince. After breaking down the
doors, the men shouted threats and insults. Jan. 20: Aristide repeated his demand for imprisonment
or expulsion of Gen. Cedras and other participants in the military coup. In addition, he said that
restructuring of the Haitian military apparatus is necessary "in order to end the long history of
coups in Haiti." [Sources: Chinese news service Xinhua, 01/07/92; Deutsche Press Agentur, 01/07/92,
01/08/92, 01/10/92; Prensa Latina (Cuba), 01/12/92; Inter Press Service, 01/07/92, 01/08/92, 01/16/92;
Associated Press, 01/07/92, 01/08/92, 01/10/92, 01/13-15/92, 01/17/92; Notimex, 01/07/92, 01/13/92,
01/14/92, 01/19/92; Agence France-Presse, 01/07-09/92, 01/10/92, 01/11/92, 01/13-16/92, 01/18/92,
01/19/92; Spanish news service EFE, 01/08/92, 01/11/92, 01/12/92, 01/14-20/92]
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